BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL 


GARDENS 





GARDENS, formerly 


the site of an Indian campground, 
officially opened to the public in 1962. 
It is the oldest municipally owned 
botanical garden in the state of Alabama 
and the largest municipally owned 
botanical garden in the southeastern 
United States, 


Thl Gardens’ 67 5 acres of property 
contain over twenty-five different display 
gardens, a 30,000 square foot Garden 
Center, 22,000 square feet of greenhouses 
and an impressive outdoor sculpture 
collection. Nationally acclaimed 
landscape architect Robert Marvin 
designed the master plan for the renova¬ 
tion and expansion which began in 1981. 

The CONSERVATORY, built in 1962 and 
housing all tropical plants in the 
collection, is the oldest facility on the 
Gardens’ property. 


The Garden Center houses the 
Horace Hammond Library, community 
rooms, staff offices, the restaurant and 
gift shop. 



Ti ffi Gardens are lined 
WITH PATHS in most areas, 
making the facility largely 
wheelchair accessible. Benches 
and swings are located 
throughout the property. 


Come In To Bloom. 


GENERAL 

INFORMATION 

^ » he Gardens are open daily from dawn to dusk every day 

J of the year. Admission is free. 

Information and educational displays are located in the 
Garden Center which is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and on most weekends. The Garden 
Center is closed on federal holidays. 

The CAFE DE France is open Monday through Saturday for 
lunch and dinner. For reservations or more information, call 
(205) 871 -1000. Catering for large groups is available upon 
advanced request. 

The Gatehouse Gift Shop, whose profits benefit the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For more information, 
call (205) 879-9644. 

The Horace Hammond Memorial Library contains the 
largest circulating collection of horticultural material in the 
state. The library is open Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

GROUP tours and handicapped transportation are available 
upon advanced request. 

Indoor AND OUTDOOR SPACE may be rented for weddings, 
parties and meetings. 

For library, group tour, rental information, inquiring about classes, 
upcoming events, or volunteer opportunities at the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens, call (205) 879-1227. 


Join ti il support group 
for the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens by becoming a 
member of the Birmingham 
Botanical Society. The 
Society funds educational 
programming and other 
needs of the Gardens. For 
more information, call 
(205) 879-1227 and ask for 
the Birmingham Botanical 
Society office. 
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and the largest municipally owned 
botanical garden in the southeastern 
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The Gardens’ 6715 acres of property 

contain over twenty-five different display 
gardens, a 30,000 square foot Garden 
Center, 22,000 square feet of greenhouses 
and an impressive outdoor sculpture 
collection. Nationally acclaimed 
landscape architect Robert Marvin 
designed the master plan for the renova¬ 
tion and expansion which began in 1981. 


The CONSERVATORY, built in 1962 and 
housing all tropical plants in the 
collection, is the oldest facility on the 
Gardens’ property. 


The Garden Center houses the 
Horace Hammond Library, community 
rooms, staff offices, the restaurant and 
gift shop. 



Ti ffi Gardens are lined 
WITH PATHS in most areas, 
making the facility largely 
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and swings are located 
throughout the property. 

Come In To Bloom. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


THE DUNN FORMAL ROSE GARDEN AND 
PERGOLA boasts 150 types of hybrid roses. Hybrid teas, 



floribundas, grandifloras, climbers and miniatures are in 
bloom from April until frost. 


THE IRELAND OLD FASHIONED ROSE GARDEN 

contains more than fifty types of roses from around the 
world. All were in cultivation prior to 1867 when the first 
hybrid teas were introduced. 

THE FLORAL CLOCK SCULPTURE embellishes the 
entry to the Conservatory. 

THE CONSERVATORY, the jewel of the Gardens, is the 
largest dearspan glasshouse in the Southeast. It shelters many 
types of tropical plants and displays seasonal greenhouse- 
grown flowers. Flanking the Conservatory to the north is the 
CAMELLIA House. During winter months, camellias of 
various types are in bloom here. On the south side of the 
Conservatory is the DESERT HOUSE where many unusual and 
uniquely adapted plants are displayed. Behind the 
Conservatory are growing houses and a work area for 
horticulture classes. The Conservatory also houses permanent 
collections of bromeliads, tropical ferns and award-winning 
orchids, including the Charles W. Ireland collection, in the 
Samford Orchid Display Room. 


BLOOMING 

CALENDAR 

JANUARY Camellias, Cyclamen, Azaleas, Orchids 

FEBRUARY Camellias, Crocus, Cyclamen, Azaleas, 
Flowering Apricot 

MARCH Daffodils, Herbs, Wildflowers, Ferns, Vegetables, 
Dogwoods, Camellias 

APRIL Herbs, Ferns, Daffodils, Wildflowers, Vegetables, 
Dogwoods, Azaleas, Cherry Trees, Rhododendrons, Magnolias, 
Pansies, Roses, Easter Lilies 

MAY Vegetables, Roses-peak, Japanese Iris, Ferns, Herbs, 
Azaleas, Cherry Trees, Rhododendrons, Magnolias, 
Wildflowers, Iris, Perennials 

JUNE Herbs, Roses, Japanese Iris, Daylilies, Annuals, 

Crape Myrtles, Ferns, Vegetables, Rhododendrons, Magnolias, 
Hydrangeas, Perennials 

JULY Magnolias, Herbs, Roses, Ferns, Hydrangeas, Japanese 
Iris, Daylilies-peak, Annuals, Crape Myrtles, Perennials 

AUGUST Magnolias, Herbs, Vegetables, Roses, Ferns, 
Hydrangeas, Daylilies, Annuals, Crape Myrtles, 

Dahlias, Perennials 

SEPTEMBER Herbs, Vegetables, Roses, Ferns, Annuals, 
Crape Myrtles, Chrysanthemums, Camellias, Perennials 

OCTOBER Herbs, Vegetables, Roses, Ferns, Hydrangeas, 
Chrysanthemums 

NOVEMBER Herbs, Vegetables, Chrysanthemums, 
DECEMBER Herbs, Vegetables, Camellias, Poinsettias 
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THE DUNN FORMAL ROSE GARDEN AND 
PERGOLA boasts 150 types of hybrid roses. Hybrid teas, 



bloom from April until frost. 

• THE IRELAND OLD FASHIONED ROSE GARDEN 

contains more than fifty types of roses from around the 
world. All were in cultivation prior to 1867 when the first 
hybrid teas were introduced. 
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THE CONSERVATORY, the jewel of the Gardens, is the 
largest clearspan glasshouse in the Southeast. It shelters many 
types of tropical plants and displays seasonal greenhouse- 
grown flowers. Flanking the Conservatory to the north is the 
CAMELLIA House. During winter months, camellias of 
various types are in bloom here. On the south side of the 
Conservatory is the DESERT House where many unusual and 
uniquely adapted plants are displayed. Behind the 
Conservatory are growing houses and a work area for 
horticulture classes. The Conservatory also houses permanent 
collections of bromeliads, tropical ferns and award-winning 
orchids, including the Charles W. Ireland collection, in the 
Samford Orchid Display Room. 




HIGHLIGHTS 


HIGHLIGHTS 


THE BRUNO VEGETABLE GARDEN illustrates ideas and 
techniques for the home gardener. 

THE HERB GARDEN features raised and terraced beds 
exhibiting culinary, medicinal and aromatic herbs. 

THE HESS CAMELLIA GARDEN features the State Flower 
of Alabama which blooms in many variations and colors during 
fill, winter and early spring. An oriental member of the tea 
family, the camellia has become synonymous with the Lower 
South, The Turlington Camellia Solar House suggests a design 
and location for a passive solar greenhouse. 

THE BOG GARDEN contains a variety of wetland habitats. 


THE KAUL WILDFLOWER GARDEN, noted for its 
extensive wildflower collection, is located on the site of the 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) rock quarry. Along its 



inviting shaded pathways are many wildflowers, trees and shrubs 
found throughout Alabama and the Southeast. 


THE FERN GLADE contains worldwide representatives 
of hardy ferns. Sizes vary from miniature to head-high, from 
evergreen to deciduous. 


THE ABROMS RHODODENDRON SPECIES 
GARDEN is a garden for testing species rhododendrons 
from around the world. 

THE JEMISON LILY GARDEN is filled with award 
winning and newly introduced daylilies. The garden 
peaks in June and July. 

THE IRIS GARDEN contains a variety of iris types 
grown in this area as well as a flower border that 
showcases the iris in the spring and perennials in the fall. 

A GARDEN FOR SOUTHERN LIVING 

displays continuous seasonal color in extensive 
Southern flower borders. 

THE BARBER ALABAMA WOODLANDS, 

three acres of woodlands, features self-guided 
markers and highlights Alabama woodlands and 
native plant material. 


THE JAPANESE GARDENS, a 7.5 acre collection of 
various modified Japanese-style gardens, were officially 



opened by the Japanese Ambassador to the United States 


in 1967. The HULSEY WOODS is an oriental 
woodland at the entrance to the Japanese Gardens. 












GETTING TO 



BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS 
2612 Lane Park Road ' Birmingham, AL 35223 
Phone (205) 879-1227 • Pax (205) 879-3751 
Visit our website at www.bbgardens.org 



Brochure paid for in part by funds from the State 
of Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel. 
For lodging and tourist information, 
call (205) 458-8000. 
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